
Discover the 
benefits of 
bimodal hearing



Better hearing with 
both ears
Ears work as a team, and the brain needs both ears to 

effectively process sound.1  From crossing the street with 

confidence to having conversations in noisy places, there 

are significant advantages to hearing well with both ears.1

If you are missing conversations with family and friends, 

or finding music less enjoyable, even when using hearing 

aids, there may be a better hearing solution for you.

For many people, using a cochlear implant on one ear 

and a hearing aid on the other is the combination that 

provides them with their best hearing.2-8 This is called 

bimodal hearing.

“Without a doubt, my 
quality of life has improved 
considerably with the 
bimodal solution.” 
Dietmar, bimodal hearing solution user



Two types of hearing 
working together
Bimodal hearing combines two types of hearing technology 

- acoustic amplification and electrical stimulation.  

Hearing aids provide you with acoustic hearing and work 

by amplifying sound, so what you hear is louder. A hearing 

aid is designed to enhance your remaining natural hearing.

Cochlear implants bypass damaged parts of 

the ear and provide you with hearing through 

electrical stimulation of the hearing nerve. 

By optimising the hearing in both ears, bimodal hearing 

solutions are designed to improve overall sound quallity2.

“The bimodal solution for 
me means that I can hear 

sound in stereo again.” 
Andreas, bimodal hearing solution user
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The benefits of bimodal 
hearing
For some people, bimodal hearing may provide their best possible hearing 

experience. When compared to using a hearing aid or cochlear implant 

alone, users of bimodal hearing report:

• a more natural hearing experience4

• improved speech understanding in both quiet and noise 4-7       

• enhanced perception of music8 

• hearing performance in noisy environments to mimic realistic situations 
(Versus booth / audiometric testing).4

In a study, users of bimodal hearing also reported much higher satisfaction 

with their hearing performance across a range of listening situations, 

compared to when they used two hearing aids.2
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n=95, % satisfied or very satisfied

Two 

hearing aids

Bimodal 

hearing solution

Hearing performance in 

background noise 2% 58%

Ability to understand 

conversations in a small group 8% 79%

Ability to understand people on 

the phone 6% 71%

Ability to listen to and 

appreciate music 13% 68%

Ability to understand what is 

said on TV 13% 76%

“I really enjoy catching 
up with my friends 
again, taking part in 
social activities.”
Stefanie, bimodal hearing solution user



Bimodal 
hearing solutions 
People often transition to a bimodal solution from using 

two hearing aids and will consult with their hearing health 

professional to select the right implant. 

Choosing an implant is a big decision and you should feel 

confident that you are choosing a quality product from a 

company that will support your hearing experience over the 

long term.

When you choose a Cochlear
™
 Implant you can experience the 

benefits of bimodal hearing with any hearing aid. You will also 

have the option to use bimodal solutions from the Smart Hearing 

Alliance, our collaboration with ReSound (a global leader in the 

hearing aid industry). These smart bimodal solutions provide 

additional audio streaming and connectivity advantages.

Could bimodal hearing be right for you?

The best way to determine if bimodal hearing could 

benefit you is to speak to your hearing health professional. 

Alternatively you can find more information at cochlear.com.

 “It’s incredible how 
much quality of life it has 

provided me back.”
Mathias, Smart Hearing Alliance bimodal user



Outstanding hearing performance

When surveyed, users of Smart Hearing Alliance 

bimodal solutions were more likely than other 

bimodal users to say they find it easy to hear in noisy 

environments and easy to talk on the phone.10

Direct smartphone streaming

The Smart Hearing Alliance offers the world’s 

only smart bimodal hearing solution with direct 

smartphone streaming. This means you can stream 

calls, music and entertainment from a compatible 

iOS or Android™ device directly to your compatible 

sound processor and hearing aid*. Direct streaming 

is designed to complement your lifestyle so you 

only need your smartphone to easily connect 

with loved ones and the world around you.

Streaming with wireless accessories 

The Smart Hearing Alliance offers a range of 

wireless accessories to stream sound to your 

compatible sound processor and hearing aid.* Using 

Bluetooth® technology, our accessories provide 

stereo quality sound streamed to your device.

“I can stream the phone right into 
both ears and this makes things 
so much better” 
Lennart, Smart Hearing Alliance bimodal user

The Smart Hearing Alliance
A bimodal hearing solution from the 

Smart Hearing Alliance provides all the benefits of 

bimodal hearing with additional advantages:
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As the global leader in implantable hearing solutions, Cochlear is dedicated to helping people 

with moderate to profound hearing loss experience a life full of hearing. We have provided more 

than 600,000 implantable devices, helping people of all ages to hear and connect with life’s 

opportunities.

We aim to give people the best lifelong hearing experience and access to innovative future 

technologies. We have the industry’s best clinical, research and support networks.

That’s why more people choose Cochlear than any other hearing implant company.

Hear now. And always

www.cochlear.com

 Cochlear Ltd (ABN 96 002 618 073) 1 University Avenue, Macquarie University, NSW 2109, Australia T: +61 2 9428 6555 F: +61 2 9428 6352

Cochlear and ReSound collaborate in the Smart Hearing Alliance to develop 

advanced and innovative hearing solutions for you.


